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An original attitudinal survey regarding people with developmental 
disabilities was conducted by the state of Minnesota in 1962; the survey 
was repeated in 2007, and then in 5-year increments:  2012, 2017, and 
now in 2022, 60 years after the original benchmark study.  Some of the 
original questions were retained in each survey; new questions were 
added to reflect 21st century issues and concerns.

MINNESOTA GENERAL POPULATION ATTITUDINAL TRACKING STUDY

Initial Qualitative Research. Prior to conducting the statewide survey, a one-hour 
qualitative online forum was conducted in December 2021 among a sample of 30 
Minnesotans.  In order to represent a diversity of opinions, a good mix of respondents 
based on age, race, ethnicity, gender, income, education, location, and political 
affiliation was achieved.  Using an online forum for respondents to express and share 
ideas, we gained new depth of insights regarding many of the attitudes measured in 
the quantitative survey.
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Age Q7
Census

Parameters

18-24 8%

25-34 18%

35-44 17%

45-54 16%

55-64 18%

65-74 13%

75+ 9%

Race and Ethnicity Q6 n=900 Census
Parameters Gender Q5

White, Caucasian 73%

Black, African American 7%

Hispanic or Latino 6%

Asian or Pacific Islander 5%

American Indian or Alaskan Native 1%

Other (alone) 3%

Two or more races 6%

This survey of the general population of adults in 
Minnesota was conducted in February 2022.   
Respondents chose to opt-in to the online survey, 
and the sample was balanced by age, race, 
ethnicity and location, in order to match census 
parameters and represent the Minnesota 
population.

The survey included questions designed to capture 
the Minnesota general public’s perspectives 
regarding equality, equity, diversity and inclusion 
of people with developmental disabilities.

RESPONDENT PROFILE: GENDER, RACE, ETHNICITY, AGE

5%

12%

16%

16%

20%

20%

10%

6%

1%

4%

7%

8%

11%

63%

Male
48%

Female
51%

Other
1%
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The geographic distribution of the survey respondents closely matched that of the general population of Minnesotans.

Which region of the state do you currently live in? Q1
Total sample:

(n=900)
Census

Parameters Type of geographic location

Northeast 8% 7%

Northwest 5% 4%

Central 8% 6%

West Central 9% 8%

Metro 58% 62%

Southwest 4% 3%

Southeast 9% 11%

RESPONDENT PROFILE: RESPONDENTS’ LOCATION

Minneapolis City
15%

St. Paul City
9%

Suburban
34%

Small city
13%

Small town
15%

Rural
11%
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2022 Survey Introduction to all respondents:

As you may know, one current issue in Minnesota concerns services for people with developmental 

disabilities.  This term refers to approximately 1 – 2 percent of the Minnesota population.  

Developmental disabilities refer to individuals with a severe, chronic disability from birth: 

§ manifested before age 22; 

§ attributable to a mental or physical impairment 

§ or a combination of mental and physical impairments; 

§ need for services, supports or assistance of lifelong or extended duration.

SURVEY INTRODUCTION
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9%

23%

38%

31%

4%

5%

11%

10%

3%

19%

18%

30%

FAMILIARITY WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

No
23%

Yes
66%

Not sure
11%

How would you characterize your relationship with this person? Q13  (n=594)

Immediate family member

Other relative

Friend

Neighbor

Related to friend of family

Casual acquaintance

Person at work

Other

Two-thirds (66%) of the survey respondents said 
they knew someone who was thought to have a 
developmental disability, and approximately 
one-third (31%) believed that they were !"#$%
&'()*)'#%with developmental disabilities.

Have you, yourself, ever known of a person who was thought to have 
developmental disabilities? Q9  (n=900)

How familiar are you with developmental disabilities?
Would you say you are….? Q8 (n=900)                

Very familiar
(n=257)

Somewhat familiar
(n=341)

Slightly familiar
(n=205)

Not at all familiar
(n=72)
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Executive Summary
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Eight-out-of-10 Minnesotans agree (and only 6% disagree) that people with developmental disabilities should be 
included in public spaces and social events.

We have come a long way since 1962 when:

§ 25% believed that people with developmental disabilities should not be allowed to use 
public playgrounds and beaches

§ 20% believed they should not be able to attend movie theaters

§ 35% believed people with developmental disabilities should be kept in an institution

Eight-out-of-10 Minnesotans agree that society should do everything in its power to help those who are most 
vulnerable.  

§ 65% of Minnesotans do not believe too much taxpayer money is being spent on people with 
developmental disabilities;

§ however, 14% believe too much is being spent, and 22% are not sure

Most Minnesotans (86%) believe the State should allocate more funds to support PCAs and related services for 
Minnesotans with developmental disabilities.  

§ Only 6% reject the idea that more taxpayers’ money is needed for these services.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Almost 9-out-of-10 Minnesotans (86%) believe people with developmental disabilities face discrimination.
Various forms of discrimination against people with developmental disabilities were mentioned:

§ Barriers to Employment
§ Bullying, teasing, name calling 
§ Being excluded, treated poorly
§ Limited accessibility

2% 1% 4% 5%

23%
17%

30%

9% 9%

1
Poor

2 3
Sub-par

4 5
Fair

6 7
Good

8 9
Excellent

There appears to be general acknowledgement that there is much room for improvement in how well the State and its people as a whole are 
providing the needed quality of services to people with developmental disabilities!

All things considered, how would you rate the overall performance of Minnesota 
state government, or the state and its people as a whole, in providing needed 
quality of services to people with developmental disabilities?  Q20  (n=900)

52% rate the state "#$$%&'()%*++, 18% rate the state -#&&#.%&'()%*++,

Mean
6.1
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!""#"$%&'()*+,-%'(.&*/0&(+#"1(2&3&0*/4&5",0(2#',6#0#"#&'7(8&9,-%#59:

! Integration and Inclusion
! !"#$%&'()('*

! +,-./0,',"1(23'(#2

! +,")(&,4/32$/+%55#"'4/

12
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ATTITUDES RELATED TO PEOPLE WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

6,45#2$,2'4/"3',$/'7,/,8',2'/'#/97(&7/'7,*/ !"#$$%#"/%&'!"#$$%:%4(2;/'7,/
4&3-,/47#92/<,-#9=/9('7/4,),"3-/4'3',1,2'4/",-3',$/'#/5,#5-,/9('7/
$,),-#51,2'3-/$(43<(-('(,4/32$/4,-,&',$/>%3-('*/#./-(.,/(44%,4?/(2&-%$(2;@

! A2',;"3'(#2/32$/A2&-%4(#2

! !"#$%&'()('*

! +,-./0,',"1(23'(#2

! +,")(&,4 32$/+%55#"'4

!"#$%&''
()&*+%,-

!"#$%&''
(*.'/0$)

1'")0'&
2%&''

(*.'/0$)
2%&''

()&*+%,-

3 4 5 6 7
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!"#$%"&'()*&+","%#$-".)/%&+(0/1(%()("0&0*#2%+&1"&(.3%2+"+&(.&$21%(3&$%/3"0&/.+&0#3(/%&",".)0

PUBLIC and SOCIAL INCLUSION

1% 1% 2% 6%2% 2% 7%
12%21% 20%

34% 24%

76% 77%
56% 58%

2007
(n=806)

2012
(n=285)

2017
(n=1,001)

2022
(n=900)

Agree Strongly

Agree Somewhat

Neither or Don't know

Disagree Strongly or Somewhat

ABC Indicates statistically significant differences between populations at the 95% confidence level.

28

28

!" # $

28

289

We see a slight increase in 2022 among those 
who are unsure or disagree whether people with 
developmental disabilities should be included 
in public spaces and social events.  However, 
widespread agreement remains among Minnesotans, 
with 8-out-of-10 agreeing with social inclusion.

We have come a long way since 1962 when:
! "#$%&'()'*'+%,-.,%/'0/('%1),-%+'*'(0/2'3,.(%+)4.&)(),)'4%4-05(+%30,%

&'%.((01'+%,0%54'%/5&()6%/(.789053+4%.3+%&'.6-'4

! ":$%&'()'*'+%,-'7%4-05(+%30,%&'%.&('%,0%.,,'3+%20*)'%,-'.,'94

! ;#$%&'()'*'+%,-'7%4-05(+%&'%<'/,%)3%.3%)34,),5,)03
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SOCIAL INTEGRATION vs PERSONAL AVOIDANCE

QUALITATIVE INSIGHTS:  Please list public places or events where you feel accommodations should be made (or 
improved) for persons with developmental disabilities

Supportive of Accommodations for SOCIAL INTEGRATION:

!"#$%&'()*$%(+*,$-./&(0$.+1,$+**/22/0+3)/"-4$3.,+3,5-6$2&-,&2-6$5+((),-6$/&30//5$+*3)1)3),-6$*/"*,53-6$5,-3+&5+"3-7$

8$3.)"9$,0&*+3)/"$+"0$3.,$-*.//($-#-3,2$)-$:&"0+2,"3+((#$:(+;,0$+"0$;/&(0$",,0$+005,--)"<$:)5-37

!**/22/0+3)/"-$-./&(0$',$2+0,$;.,5,1,5$%/--)'(,7$=.,#>5,$2,2',5-$/:$3.,$-/*),3#$+"0$0,-,51,$3/$',$35,+3,0$
;)3.$9)"0",--7

VS. PERSONAL AVOIDANCE:

?,/%(,$+5,$+:5+)0$/:$;.+3$3.,#$0/">3$9"/;7$@/3$/:$)(($)"3,"36$'&3$+$(/3$/:$%,/%(,$A&-3$0/">3$9"/;$./;$3/$)"3,5+*3$;)3.$
%,/%(,$;)3.$0,1,(/%2,"3+($0)-+')()3),-6$-/$3.,#$+1/)0$3.,27

8$2#-,(:$35#$3/$+1/)0$*/"3+*3$;)3.$0)-+'(,0$%,/%(,7$8$A&-3$0/">3$()9,$0,+()"<$;)3.$)37
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Statements

%&'()&*+,-.*/&0&)'(1&2-3)*/,435,),-,&4*4.'6)/*5&*
&27'6839&/*-'*9&-*'6-*32/*5&*,20')0&/*,2*-.&*7'1162,-:

11%

%&'()&*+,-.*/&0&)'(1&2-3)*/,435,),-,&4*4.'6)/*5&*,27)6/&/
,2*(65),7*()37&4*32/*4'7,3)*&0&2-4

12%

%&'()&*+,-.*/&0&)'(1&2-3)*/,435,),-,&4*4.'6)/*5&*
,2-&983-&/*,2-'*4'7,&-:*34*167.*34*('44,5)&

14%

;0&8:'2&*+'6)/*5&*5&--&8*'<<*,<*47.'')=39&/*7.,)/8&2*
+,-.*/&0&)'(1&2-3)*/,435,),-,&4*+&8&*-369.-*-'9&-.&8*,2*-.&*431&*7)344&4*

34*'-.&8*7.,)/8&2>*34*167.*34*('44,5)&
24%

?-@4*AB*-'*&C7)6/&*(&'()&*+,-.*/&0&)'(1&2-3)*/,435,),-,&4*
<8'1*132:*(65),7*4,-63-,'24D*-.&:*7322'-*5&*&C(&7-&/*-'*<,-*,2

16%

?<*3*(&84'2*+,-.*/&0&)'(1&2-3)*/,435,),-,&4*
1'0&/*,2-'*1:*2&,9.5'8.''/>*?@/*5&*7'27&82&/

13%

Neither

17%

22%

17%

59%

47%

7%

7%

8%

31%

30%

24%

27%

5%

6%

20%

46%

58%

56%

6%

9%

6%

INTEGRATION AND INCLUSION Disagree
Strongly

Disagree
Somewhat

Neither Agree
Somewhat

Agree
Strongly

1 2 3 4 5

Another issue related to Integration and Inclusion continues to be the question whether school-aged children with developmental 
disabilities should be taught together in the same classes as other children.  Half of Minnesotans believe we’re all better off when all 
students are taught together; while the rest are evenly split between those who disagree and those who are unsure.
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INTEGRATION IN THE CLASSROOM

QUALITATIVE INSIGHTS:  Please explain why you agree or disagree that students with developmental disabilities should 
be taught together with other students, as much as possible

AGREE that Students with Developmental Disabilities should be taught together with other students:

83$.,(%-$3.,2$+--/*)+3,$;)3.$%,/%(,$;)3./&3$0)-+')()3),-6$+-$;,(($+-$.,(%)"<$3.,$%,/%(,$;)3./&3$0)-+')()3),-$(,+5"$./;$3/$
+--/*)+3,$;)3.$)"0)1)0&+(-$3.+3$0/$.+1,$0)-+')()3),-7

B,3>-$,0&*+3,$/&5$*.)(05,"$+'/&3$0)-+')()3),-$+"0$:/-3,5$+"$,"1)5/"2,"3$/:$,2%+3.#6$*/2%+--)/"$+"0$3,+2;/597

C)0-$;)3.$0)-+')()3),-$",,0$-/*)+()D+3)/"$+-$;,(($+-$,0&*+3)/"7

Do NOT Support Classroom Integration for Students with Developmental Disabilities, or IT DEPENDS:

=.,#$./(0$'+*9$/3.,5$9)0-$:5/2$(,+5")"<$+3$+$2/5,$+01+"*,0$5+3,7

83$0,%,"0-$/"$3.,$(,1,($/:$0)-+')()3#E$-/2,$*.)(05,"$+5,$A&-3$"/3$+'(,$3/$0/$)37

!(($*.)(05,"$0,-,51,$3.,$5)<.3$3/$(,+5"6$'&3$"/3$+(($*.)(05,"$(,+5"$3.,$-+2,$;+#7$$F/2,3)2,-$',)"<$-,%+5+3,0$.,(%-$3.,$
*.)(0$+-$;,(($+-$3.,$*(+--7$$=.,$%+5+$*+"$:/*&-$)"$/"$3.,)5$)"0)1)0&+($",,0-$;.,"$%/--)'(,7
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INTEGRATION AND INCLUSION ! Discrimination Towards People With Developmental Disabilities

Do you believe people with 
developmental disabilities face 
any form of discrimination? (Q16)

QUALITATIVE INSIGHTS:  What specific situations or incidents of discrimination towards 
persons with developmental disabilities have you witnessed, or heard of?

Barriers to 
Employment

4&1"%(","&)*/)&$"#$%"&'()*&+","%#$-".)/%&+(0/1(%()("0&5/3"&)*"&67"/)"0)&
+(037(-(./)(#.&'*".&)78(.6&)#&6")&9#10:&

Bullying, 
Teasing, name 
calling 

;(+0&/)&03*##%&12%%8(.6&<(+0&)*/)&'"7"&(.&)*"&0$"3(/%&"+&3%/00"0:

!/)7#.(=(.6>&&(6.#7(.6>&72+"&3#--".)0?&)7"/)"+&%(<"&)*"8&/7".@)&
7"62%/7&$"#$%":

4A,"&*"/7+&$"#$%"&-/<(.6&52.&#5&$"#$%"&'*#&%##<&+(55"7".)&/.+&/3)&
+(55"7".)?&5#7-"7&$7"0(+".)&-/<(.6&52.&#5&0#-"#."&'()*&/&+(0/1(%()8:

Exclusion, 
treated poorly

B*"8&/7"&92+6"+&'/8&C2(3<"7&/.+&$"#$%"&/7"&.#)&,"78&.(3"&-#0)&#5&)*"&
)(-"&)#&)*"-:&&D#)&,"78&$/)(".)&'()*&)*"-&"()*"7:

!"#$%"&6")&(-$/)(".)&'*".&)*"8&*/,"&)#&6#&/7#2.+&'*""%3*/(70&/.+&
"%"3)7(3&03##)"70:

Limited 
accessibility

E"."7/%&"F3%20(#.&57#-&",".)0&/.+&$%/3"0:&B*"&(.57/0)723)27"&(.&$%/3"&
3277".)%8&(0&#.%8&0#-"'*/)&+"0(6."+&)#&/33#--#+/)"&,/78(.6&%","%0&
#5&/1(%()8:

E&4
FGH

No
5%

Don't know
9%
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QUALITATIVE INSIGHTS:  What, if anything, do you believe should be done to make people with developmental disabilities 
feel more included? 

More Resources, Training, and Opportunities for People With Developmental Disabilities:

!"#$%&'$%($)*+(,$)%&'$-%.$$/0%1%'2#$%)$$.%3"()&'2./%&'$%42,5%*.%($)*+(,$)%3*(%6$*64$%7'*%.$$/%"&8%$)6$,"244-%&'*)$%7"&'%9$.&24%'$24&'%"))+$)0%

:(-%&*%2,,4"92&$%7"&'%2%;.*(924%4"3$;%".,4+/".<%'*4/".<%2%=*>8%<(*,$(-%)'*66".<8%62-".<%>"44)8%$&,0%

:'$-%)'*+4/%>$%($,$"#".<%&'$%)+66*(&)%&'$-%.$$/%>*&'%".%),'**4%2./%23&$(%<(2/+2&"*.0%1.%2//"&"*.8%2,,*99*/2&"*.)%2&%6+>4",%$#$.&)%7*+4/%>$%'$463+40

?$/",24%2./%9$.&24%,2($%&*%"96(*#$%&'$"(%4"3$%2./%2>"4"&-%&*%>$%7"&'%*&'$(%6$*64$%*.%2%9*($%$@+24%>2)")0

Education, Change and Effort by the General Public:

1%&'".5%$/+,2&".<%&'$%<$.$(24%6+>4",%&'2&%6$*64$%7"&'%/")2>"4"&"$)%2($%.*&%)*9$%)&(2.<$%*(%>2/%7*+4/%>$%&'$%9*)&%'$463+40

?*($%*66*(&+."&"$)%&*%/"),+))%*(%>$%$/+,2&$/%2>*+&%&'$%,'244$.<$)%6$*64$%7"&'%/")2>"4"&"$)%<*%&'(*+<'0%A#$(244%>$&&$(%272($.$))%*3%
7'2&%/$#$4*69$.&24%/")2>"4"&"$)%2($%2./%'*7%&*%'$460

:'$-%)'*+4/%>$%&($2&$/%2)%6$*64$%4"5$%$#$(-*.$%$4)$0%B*9$%92-%.$$/%9*($%'$46%2&%&"9$)%>+&%&'2&%,2.%>$%)2"/%*3%6$*64$%7"&'*+&%/") 2>"4"&"$)%&**0

?25$%6+>4",%642,$)%9*($%2,,$))">4$8%>$&&$(%$/+,2&"*.%*.%'*7%&*%".,4+/$%6$*64$%7'*%2($%/"33$($.&0%

A(<2."C2&"*.)%)'*+4/%/$#$4*6%6(*<(29)%&'2&%,$.&$(%2(*+./%".,4+)"#$.$))8%*+&($2,'8%2./%$#$.&)%&'2&%'$46%".,4+/$%&'$90%

INTEGRATION AND INCLUSION ! Making People With Developmental Disabilities Feel More Included
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!""#"$%&'()*+,-%'(.&*/0&(+#"1(2&3&0*/4&5",0(2#',6#0#"#&'7(8&9,-%#59:

! A2',;"3'(#2/32$/A2&-%4(#2

! Productivity
! +,-./0,',"1(23'(#2

! +,")(&,4/32$/+%55#"'4/

20
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While the majority agree that we’re all better off when society helps people with disabilities live to their highest 
potential, the percent of Minnesotans who agree with this statement has dropped from 96% to 80% over the past decade.

G*".&0#3(")8&*"%$0&$"#$%"&'()*&+(0/1(%()("0&%(,"&)#&)*"(7&*(6*"0)&$#)".)(/%>&'"@7"&/%%&1"))"7&#55

PRODUCTIVITY ! Help Living to Highest Potential

2% 2% 2% 8%2% 2% 8%
12%14% 15%

25%
21%

82% 81%
65% 59%

2007
(n=806)

2012
(n=285)

2017
(n=1,001)

2022
(n=900)

Agree Strongly

Agree Somewhat

Neither or Don't know

Disagree Strongly or Somewhat

ABC Indicates statistically significant differences between populations at the 95% confidence level.

28

28

28

!" # $

289

289

28
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PRODUCTIVITY ! Helping Live to Highest Potential Disagree
Strongly

Disagree
Somewhat

Neither Agree
Somewhat

Agree
Strongly

1 2 3 4 5

QUALITATIVE INSIGHTS:  Reasons given for attitudes regarding value to all when helping people reach their potential

We’re ALL BETTER OFF:

G.,"$-/*),3#$.,(%-$+"#/", ()1,$3/$3.,)5$.)<.,-3$%/3,"3)+(6$;,$+5,$+(($',33,5$/::7$$F/2,3)2,-$%,/%(,$A&-3$",,0$+$()33(,$'//-3$
3/$-,,$3.,)5$%/3,"3)+($+"0$3.,"$*+"$',$-/2,3.)"<$35&(#$+2+D)"<7

8$3.)"9$-&**,--$:/5$/",$)-$-&**,--$:/5$+((7$?,5)/07$

?,/%(,$3.+3$+5,$()1)"<$3.,)5$.)<.,-3$%/3,"3)+($+5,$(,--$()9,(#$3/$<,3$)"3/$35/&'(,6$+"0$H2/5,$()9,(#I$3/$',$+$%5/0&*3)1,$
2,2',5$/:$-/*),3#7$

But parents, not society, are responsible

=.,$2+)"$5,-%/"-)')()3#$:+((-$/"$3.,$%+5,"3-6$,-%,*)+((#$):$)3$)-$0&,$3/$05&<$&-,$'#$3.,$%+5,"3-7
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Though general agreement with this statement remains high, the percent who '+#""%
has decreased from 91% to 80% in the past decade.

G()*&)*"&7(6*)&"+23/)(#.&#7&)7/(.(.6>&-#0)&$"#$%"&'()*&+","%#$-".)/%&+(0/1(%()("0&3#2%+&1"&,"78&$7#+23)(,"&'#7<"70

PRODUCTIVITY ! Education/Training Productive Workers

4% 4% 2% 6%
5% 5% 10%

14%

31% 33%
38% 29%

60% 58% 49% 51%

2007
(n=806)

2012
(n=285)

2017
(n=1,001)

2022
(n=900)

Agree Strongly

Agree Somewhat

Neither or Don't know

Disagree Strongly or Somewhat

ABC Indicates statistically significant differences between populations at the 95% confidence level.

28

28

!" # $

28

28

9
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The percent of Minnesotans who have a lot of respect for companies that employ people with developmental 
disabilities has dropped significantly from 97% in both 2007 and 2012, 92% in 2017, down to 79% in 2022.

4&*/,"&/&%#)&#5&7"0$"3)&5#7&3#-$/.("0&)*/)&"-$%#8&$"#$%"&'()*&+","%#$-".)/%&+(0/1(%()("0

2% 1% 2% 7%2% 2% 7%
14%12% 11%

28%
20%

85% 86%
64% 59%

2007
(n=806)

2012
(n=285)

2017
(n=1,001)

2022
(n=900)

Agree Strongly

Agree Somewhat

Neither or Don't know

Disagree Strongly or Somewhat

ABC Indicates statistically significant differences between populations at the 95% confidence level.

28

28

28

!" # $

PRODUCTIVITY ! Respect for Employers

289

289

289
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Statements:

I.&2*4'7,&-:*.&)(4*(&'()&*+,-.*/,435,),-,&4
),0&*-'*-.&,8*.,9.&4-*('-&2-,3)>*+&@8&*3))*5&--&8*'<<

12%

I,-.*-.&*8,9.-*&/673-,'2*'8*-83,2,29>*1'4-*(&'()&*+,-.
/&0&)'(1&2-3)*/,435,),-,&4*7'6)/*5&*0&8:*(8'/67-,0&*+'8J&84

14%

?*.30&*3*)'-*'<*8&4(&7-*<'8*7'1(32,&4*-.3-*&1()':
(&'()&*+,-.*/&0&)'(1&2-3)*/,435,),-,&4

14%

K'7,&-:*4.'6)/* 2'- 9,0&*(8&<&8&2-,3)*-8&3-1&2-*8&938/,29
&1()':1&2-*'<*(&'()&*+,-.*/&0&)'(1&2-3)*/,435,),-,&4L

34%

M32:*'<*-.&*8&N6,8&1&2-4*'<*-.&*"1&8,732*+,-.*$,435,),-,&4*"7-*O"$"P
38&*&C7&44,0&*32/*-''*7'4-):*<'8*3*)'-*'<*564,2&44&4*-'*7'1():*+,-.

31%

Neither

18%

22%

28%

22%

15%

14%

20%

29%

21%

8%

9%

59%

51%

59%8%

Disagree
Strongly

Disagree
Somewhat

Neither Agree
Somewhat

Agree
Strongly

1 2 3 4 5

PRODUCTIVITY

The idea of giving /.#0#.#)&1("%&.#(&2#)&%regarding employment for people with developmental disabilities is controversial.  
Forty-four percent believe preferential treatment should be given, 23% disagree, and 34% are not sure.  Similar levels of 
agreement, disagreement and uncertainty are also expressed in opinions regarding the costs to businesses for ADA compliance.

7%

6%
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PRODUCTIVITY ! Preferential Treatment for Employment Disagree
Strongly

Disagree
Somewhat

Neither Agree
Somewhat

Agree
Strongly

1 2 3 4 5

QUALITATIVE INSIGHTS:  Reasons given for attitudes regarding preferential treatment for employment

Preferential Treatment SHOULD NOT be Given:

8$0/">3$3.)"9$%5,:,5,"3)+($35,+32,"3$-./&(0$',$<)1,"$3/$+"#/",7

=/$<)1,$-/2,/",$+$A/'$',*+&-,$3.,#$+5,$+$*,53+)"$5+*,6$<,"0,56$/5$.+1,$+$0)-+')()3#$)-$0)-*5)2)"+3)/"7

G.)(,$8$0/">3$',(),1,$3.+3$+$%,5-/"$-./&(0$',$'+55,0$:5/2$,2%(/#2,"3$0&,$3/$0,1,(/%2,"3+($0)-+')()3#6$8$+(-/$0/">3$
3.)"9$3.+3$%5,:,5,"3)+($35,+32,"3$)-$3.,$+"-;,57$J)1,$3.,2$3.,$3//(-$3.,#$",,0$3/$-&**,,0$;)3.$,K&)3#$)"$2)"07$

L/&$-./&(0">3$</$3/$3.,$.,+0$/:$3.,$()",$A&-3$',*+&-,$#/&5$0)-+'(,06$"/5$3/$3.,$,"0$/:$3.,$()",7

Preferential Treatment SHOULD be Given:

M,%,"0-$/"$;.+3$N%5,:,5,"3)+($35,+32,"3N$+2/&"3-$3/7$8:$#/&$2,+"$%5/<5+2-$0,-)<",0$3/$)"*5,+-,$;/59:/5*,$0)1,5-)3#6$
3.,"$#,+.6$8$2,+"$3./-,$-./&(0$',$-&%%/53,06$,1,"$):$)3$5,K&)5,-$+00)3)/"+($5,-/&5*,-7

YES to Accommodations, but NO to Preferential Treatment

8$',(),1,$,2%(/#2,"3$-./&(0$',$'+-,0$/"$2,5)37$8:$-/2,/",$;)3.$0,1,(/%2,"3+($0)-+')()3),-$)-$3.,$',-3$:)36$8$',(),1,$+"#$
",*,--+5#$+**/22/0+3)/"-$-./&(0$',$2+0,$:/5$3.,27$
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PRODUCTIVITY ! Costs of ADA on Businesses Disagree
Strongly

Disagree
Somewhat

Neither Agree
Somewhat

Agree
Strongly

1 2 3 4 5

QUALITATIVE INSIGHTS:  Reasons given for attitudes regarding costs for businesses to comply with ADA

All Businesses Need to Pay the Costs to Comply with the ADA:

8$:,,($()9,$3.,$O3//$*/-3(#$3.)"<P$2+#$',$+$;+#$3/$35#$3/$<,3$/&3$/:$<)1)"<$3./-,$;)3.$0,1,(/%2,"3+($0)-+')()3),-$+$:+)5$-.+9,7

83$-./&(0$',$*/"-)0,5,0$3.,$*/-3$/:$0/)"<$'&-)",--7$@/3$+$'&50,"7

Q1,5#3.)"<$)-$'&)(3$:/5$3.,$+1,5+<,6$5+3.,5$3.+"$3/3+($+**,--)')()3#7$R.+"<,$3.,$3.)"9)"<$)"$0,-)<"$/:$*)3),-6$'&)(0)"<-6$,3*76$
+"0$#/&$0/">3$.+1,$3/$-%,"0$2/5,$2/",#$3/$+**/22/0+3,$+(($SA&-3$0/$)3$5)<.3$3.,$:)5-3$3)2,7

ADA Compliance is TOO COSTLY for Some Businesses:

B+5<,5$*/2%+"),-$*+"$+::/50$3.,$*/-3-7$T&3$:/5$-2+((,5$'&-)",--,-6$)3$2+#$',$+$(/37

=.,$5,K&)5,2,"3-$3/$-+3)-:#$3.,$5&(,'//9$)-$.+50$/"$-/2,$'&-)",--,-7

=.,5,$+5,$-/2,$'&-)",--,-$;.,5,$3.,$!M!$)-$3/3+((#$&"",*,--+5#7$U+"0+3)"<$():3-$)"$-;)22)"<$%//(-$:/5$)"-3+"*,7
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!""#"$%&'()*+,-%'(.&*/0&(+#"1(2&3&0*/4&5",0(2#',6#0#"#&'7(8&9,-%#59:

! A2',;"3'(#2/32$/A2&-%4(#2

! !"#$%&'()('*

! Self Determination
! +,")(&,4/32$/+%55#"'4

28
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Statements:

%&'()&*+,-.*/&0&)'(1&2-3)*/,435,),-,&4*732*),0&*.3((:>*<6)<,)),29*),0&4 10%

%&'()&*+,-.*/&0&)'(1&2-3)*/,435,),-,&4*4.'6)/*5&*3))'+&/*-'*0'-& 23%

%&'()&*+,-.*/&0&)'(1&2-3)*/,435,),-,&4*4.'6)/*5&
3))'+&/*-'*.30&*7.,)/8&2>*Q64-*),J&*&0&8:'2&*&)4&

31%

%&'()&*+,-.*/&0&)'(1&2-3)*/,435,),-,&4*4.'6)/*5&*35)&*-'*/8,2J*3)7'.') 34%

M'4-*(&'()&*+,-.*/&0&)'(1&2-3)*/,435,),-,&4*4.'6)/*2'-*.30&
-.&*'(('8-62,-:*'<*13J,29*13Q'8*),<&*/&7,4,'24R**

+.&8&*-.&:*),0&>*+.&8&*-.&:*+'8J>*+,-.*+.'1*-.&:*344'7,3-&>*&-7L
21%

%&'()&*+,-.*/&0&)'(1&2-3)*/,435,),-,&4*4.'6)/*2'-*5&*
3))'+&/*-'*),0&*'2*-.&,8*'+2D*-.&:*2&&/*-'*5&*7)'4&):*46(&80,4&/

23%

Neither

Disagree
Strongly

Disagree
Somewhat

Neither Agree
Somewhat

Agree
Strongly

1 2 3 4 5

SELF DETERMINATION

31%

30%

14%

11%

9%

30%

33%

9%

5%

6%

12%

10%

25%

26%

28%

21%

5%

6%

18%

26%

34%

62%7%

While statements related to voting rights, having children, 
and alcohol consumption still evoke some controversy, 
we have clearly come a long way since 1962.

1962 beliefs regarding people with developmental disabilities:
! =>$%&'()'*'+%,-'7%4-05(+%30,%&'%.&('%,0%*0,'%?09%/9'4)+'3,
! >@$%&'()'*'+%,-'7%4-05(+%30,%&'%.&('%,0%+9)3<%.(60-0(
! ">$%&'()'*'+%605(+%30,%('.93%,0%()*'%3092.(%()*'4
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D$*64$%7"&'%/$#$4*69$.&24%/")2>"4"&"$)%)'*+4/%>$%244*7$/%&*%#*&$E

Higher levels of uncertainty and disagreement regarding voting rights for people with developmental disabilities 
were evident in both 2017 and 2022 surveys, as compared to 2012. Though opinions are far more favorable than 
they were in 1962.

SELF DETERMINATION ! Voting Rights

48%

17% 13% 12% 15%

6%

13% 18% 26% 23%

31%

34% 33%
34% 28%

15%
37% 37% 27% 34%

1962
(n=900)

2007
(n=806)

2012
(n=285)

2017
(n =1,001)

2022
(n=900)

Agree Strongly

Agree Somewhat

Neither or Don't know

Disagree Strongly or Somewhat

289

2

ABC Indicates statistically significant differences between populations at the 95% confidence level.

2

2

2

28

2

2

289

289

28

!" # ;$

2!

8!
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QUALITATIVE INSIGHTS:  Please explain why you believe that people with development disabilities . . .

SHOULD be allowed to vote:

V&-3$',*+&-,$-/2,/",$)-$0)-+'(,0$0/,-">3$2,+"$3.,#$+5,$&"+'(,$3/$3.)"9$:/5$3.,2-,(1,-$+"0$.+1,$+$%/()3)*+($/%)")/"7

?,/%(,$;)3.$3.,-,$0)-+')()3),-$-./&(0$"/3$',$,W*(&0,0$:5/2$3.,$/%%/53&")3#$3/$1/)*,$3.,)5$/%)")/"$+"0$;.+3$3.,#$",,07

=.,#$+5,$%,/%(,$+"0$0,-,51,$3.,$-+2,$5)<.3-$+-$+(($%,/%(,7$T,)"<$0)-+'(,0$0/,-"X3$2+9,$3.,2$+"#$(,--$+$%,5-/"7

IT DEPENDS:

M,%,"0-$/"$3.,$(,1,($/:$0,1,(/%2,"3+($0)-+')()3#7$8:$+"$)"0)1)0&+($*+"$*/2%5,.,"0$3.,$*/"-,K&,"*,-$/:$3.,)5$1/3,6$
3.,#$-./&(0$',$+((/;,0$3/$0/$-/7

8$3.)"9$3.)-$",,0-$3/$',$+"+(#D,0$:)5-36$"/3$3/$.+1,$%,/%(,$;)3.$0,1,(/%2,"3+($0)-+')()3),-$',*/2,$%5,#$3/$
')+-,0$)"0)1)0&+(-7

83$0,%,"0-$/"$;.,3.,5$/5$"/3$3.,)5$*+%+')()3),-$2,"3+((#$+5,$-&::)*),"3$3/$&"0,5-3+"0$*/2%(,W$,"/&<.$)--&,-$3/$2+9,$
:&((#$,"*/2%+--,0$0,*)-)/"-7

VOTING RIGHTS
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!"#$%"&'()*&+","%#$-".)/%&+(0/1(%()("0&0*#2%+&1"&/%%#'"+&)#&+7(.<&/%3#*#%

Over the 10-year period from 2007 to 2017 we saw a softening of attitudes regarding people with 
developmental disabilities being allowed to drink alcohol.  The softening continued over the past 5 years, 
with more Minnesotans (43%) agreeing that it should be allowed.  (A pandemic impact, perhaps?)

SELF DETERMINATION ! Alcohol Consumption

89%

51%

22% 23%

2%

24%

41% 34%

8%
20%

27%
25%

1% 5% 11% 18%

1962
(n=900)

2007
(n=806)

2017
(n=1,001)

2022
(n=900)

Agree Strongly

Agree Somewhat

Neither or Don't know

Disagree Strongly or Somewhat

28

28

28

28 289

2

289

28

ABC Indicates statistically significant differences between populations at the 95% confidence level.

2

2

2

!" # $
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About 6-out-of-10 Minnesotans support the idea that people with developmental disabilities should be allowed 
to live on their own.  That proportion has pretty much remained unchanged over the past decade.

!"#$%"&'()*&+","%#$-".)/%&+(0/1(%()("0&0*#2%+&.#) 1"&/%%#'"+&)#&%(,"&#.&)*"(7&#'.?&)*"8&.""+&)#&1"&3%#0"%8&02$"7,(0"+

SELF DETERMINATION ! Living Independently

27% 21% 30%

34% 40% 31%

13%
23% 23%

19%
12% 12%

7% 3% 5%

2012
(n=285)

2017
(n=1,001)

2022
(n=900)

Agree Strongly

Agree Somewhat

Neither or Don't know

Disagree Somewhat

Disagree Strongly

A

A

A

A

A

B

B

A

AB Indicates statistically significant differences between populations at the 95% confidence level.

!" #
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!""#"$%&'()*+,-%'(.&*/0&(+#"1(2&3&0*/4&5",0(2#',6#0#"#&'7(8&9,-%#59:

! A2',;"3'(#2/32$/A2&-%4(#2

! !"#$%&'()('*

! +,-./0,',"1(23'(#2

! Services and Supports

34
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Statements:

K'7,&-:*4.'6)/*/'*&0&8:-.,29*,2*,-4*('+&8*
-'*.&)(*-.'4&*,2/,0,/63)4*+.'*38&*1'4-*06)2&835)&

11%

%38&2-4*'<*7.,)/8&2*+,-.*/&0&)'(1&2-3)*/,435,),-,&4*
7322'-*5&*&C(&7-&/*-'*(8'0,/&*3))*2&7&4438:*4&80,7&4*-.&14&)0&4

22%

S''*167.*-3C(3:&8*1'2&:*,4*5&,29*4(&2-*'2*
(&'()&*+,-.*/&0&)'(1&2-3)*/,435,),-,&4

22%

I.&2*4'1&'2&*,4*5'82*+,-.*3*/&0&)'(1&2-3)*/,435,),-:>*+&*4.'6)/2@-*
344,4-*-.&1*-''*167.>*5&7364&*6)-,13-&):*,-4*4680,03)*'<*-.&*<,--&4-

12%

?<*4'1&'2&*.34*3*7.,)/*+,-.*/&0&)'(1&2-3)*/,435,),-,&4*-.3-@4*-.&,8*
(8'5)&1L**S.&8&@4*8&3)):*2'*8&34'2*+.:*-.&*8&4-*'<*64*4.'6)/*

.30&*-'*(3:*32:*'<*-.&*&C-83*7'4-4*'<*83,4,29*-.3-*7.,)/
17%

Neither

Disagree
Strongly

Disagree
Somewhat

Neither Agree
Somewhat

Agree
Strongly

1 2 3 4 5

24%

16%

23%

9%

45%

58%

42%

7%

9%

6%

9%

31%

25%

4%

7%

5%

30%

56%8%

SERVICES and SUPPORTS

Eight-out-of-10 Minnesotans agree that society should do everything in its power to help those who are most vulnerable.  
And while two-thirds (65%) do not believe too much taxpayer money is being spent on people with developmental 
disabilities, 14% believe too much is being spent, and 22% are not sure.
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The majority of Minnesotans support helping those who are most vulnerable. However, there was a decline in 
agreement with this attitude over the past four studies, from a high of 95% in 2007, to 81% in 2022.

H#3(")8&0*#2%+&+#&","78)*(.6&(.&()0&$#'"7&)#&*"%$&)*#0"&(.+(,(+2/%0&'*#&/7"&-#0)&,2%."7/1%"

HELPING THOSE MOST VULNERABLE

2% 3% 4% 8%3% 3% 9%
11%19% 18%

33% 25%

76% 75%
54% 56%

2007
(n=806)

2012
(n=285)

2017
(n=1,001)

2022
(n=900)

Agree Strongly

Agree Somewhat

Neither or Don't know

Disagree Strongly or Somewhat

ABC Indicates statistically significant differences between populations at the 95% confidence level.

28

28

28

!" # $

28

289

28
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While the majority of Minnesotans believe that parents of children with developmental disabilities cannot be 
expected to provide all necessary services themselves, agreement with this notion has declined somewhat over 
the past four years from 82% in 2017, to 61% in 2022.

!/7".)0&#5&3*(%+7".&'()*&+","%#$-".)/%&+(0/1(%()("0&3/..#)&1"&"F$"3)"+&)#&$7#,(+"&/%%&."3"00/78&0"7,(3"0&)*"-0"%,"0

SERVICES and SUPPORTS ! Help For Parents

12% 15% 11% 16%
6% 8% 20%

22%
38% 35%

43% 31%

44% 42%
26% 30%

2007
(n=806)

2012
(n=285)

2017
(n=1,001)
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(n=900)

Agree Strongly

Agree Somewhat

Neither or Don't know

Disagree Strongly or Somewhat

ABC Indicates statistically significant differences between populations at the 95% confidence level.
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28
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!" # $
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28
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In 2022 there was a slight uptick in the percent of Minnesotans who agree that too much is being spent (14% vs 
10% in 2017).  Concurrently there was an increase in the percent who ,)-'+#""%./#01+*$%(42% in 2022, up from 
36% in 2017).

B##&-23*&)/F$/8"7&-#."8&(0&1"(.6&0$".)&#.&$"#$%"&'()*&+","%#$-".)/%&+(0/1(%()("0:

SERVICES and SUPPORTS ! Spending Taxpayers’ Money

48% 42% 36% 42%

25%
22% 26% 23%

21%
21% 28% 22%

5%
10% 8% 9%

1% 4% 2% 5%

2007
(n=806)

2012
(n=285)

2017
(n=1,001)

2022
(n=900)

Agree Strongly

Agree Somewhat

Neither/Don't know

Disagree Somewhat

Disagree Strongly

ABC Indicates statistically significant differences between populations at the 95% confidence level.

28
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2 8

!" # $
29

9

29
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QUALITATIVE INSIGHTS:  Reasons given for attitudes regarding spending taxpayer money

Believe that too much taxpayer money is NOT being spent on people with developmental disabilities:

=.,$3)"#$-()1,5$',)"<$-%,"3$/"$:/(9-$;)3.$0)-+')()3),-$)-$@Y=Z8@J$)"$*/2%+5)-/"$3/$,1,5#3.)"<$,(-,$;,$-%,"0$2/",#$
3/;+50-$S"+2,(#6$2)()3+5#$-%,"0)"<$+"0$()")"<$')(()/"+)5,->$%/*9,3-[$8$3.)"9$;,$*+"$+::/50$3/$%5/1)0,$%,/%(,$;)3.$
',33,5$-,51)*,-7

8$',(),1,$3.,$'&0<,3$:/5$0)-+'(,0$)"0)1)0&+(-$)-$+"0$.+-$+(;+#-$',,"$2)")2&2$.,5,$)"$U)"",-/3+7

=.,5,$)-$+$(+*9$/:$5,-/&5*,-$:/5$3./-,$;./$",,0$)37$=.,#$3,"0$3/$%&3$3.,2$)"$A+)($/5$%5)-/"$)"-3,+0$/:$3+9)"<$3.,$3)2,$3/$
.,(%$3.,27

Believe that too much taxpayer money IS being spent on people with developmental disabilities:

F%,"0)"<$2/",#$)-">3$+(;+#-$3.,$+"-;,57$F/2,$/:$3.,$2/",#$)-$;+-3,07

8$3.)"9$3.,$2/",#$",,0-$3/$*/2,$:5/2$2&(3)%(,$-/&5*,-$"/3$A&-3$3+W,-7$@/"%5/:)3-$+"0$<5+"3-$+5,$)2%/53+"3$+-$;,((7

=.)-$)-$+$0)::)*&(3$-)3&+3)/"7$8$3.)"9$3.+3$+$(/3$/:$3+W%+#,5$2/",#$)-$-%,"36$'&3$):$8$;+-$0)-+'(,06$8$;/&(0$-&5,(#$3.)"9$H3.,$
(,1,($/:$-%,"0)"<I$;+-$5)<.37

8$0/">3$;+"3$3/$%+#$:/5$+$9)0>-$0)-+')()3#$0&,$3/$05&<-7$?+5,"3-$-./&(0$',$(/*9,0$&%7

SERVICES and SUPPORTS ! Spending Taxpayers’ Money
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While most Minnesotans continue to disagree with this statement, in 2017 and continued into 2022 there were 
fewer who 2)-'+#""2%-/#01+*$%(45%), and a concerning number who '+#""2 (13%)with the statement that parents 
were solely responsible for paying the extra costs of raising a child with developmental disabilities3

45&0#-"#."&*/0&/&3*(%+&'()*&+","%#$-".)/%&+(0/1(%()("0&)*/)@0&)*"(7&$7#1%"-:&&B*"7"@0&7"/%%8&.#&7"/0#.&'*8&)*"&7"0)&#5&20&0*#2%+*/,"&
)#&$/8&/.8&#5&)*"&"F)7/&3#0)0&#5&7/(0(.6&)*/)&3*(%+

SERVICES and SUPPORTS ! Parents’ Responsibility

ABC Indicates statistically significant differences between populations at the 95% confidence level.
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28

28
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!" # $
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)1&(-&'/*5%&5"'(+&-&('1*+5("1&(;*00*+#59('","&4&5":

The State of Minnesota currently provides a variety of services for over 50,000 Minnesotans with 
developmental disabilities, including but not limited to:

§ In-home personal care
§ Vocational/employment services
§ Transportation services

Unfortunately, there has been serious cutbacks in all of these service areas, as companies 
throughout the state compete for workers, with higher pay and other incentives.  The need to 
earn a livable wage drives a striking percentage of direct care and support professionals out of 
the industry.  This leaves agencies and other providers struggling — or unable — to provide the 
requested services to people in need.

SERVICES and SUPPORTS ! Support for more funding for PCAs for people with developmental disabilities
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Do you believe more tax dollars should be allocated to attract and retain the people 
needed to provide these services for Minnesotans with developmental disabilities?  
Would you say . . .

Total Sample

(n=900)

Yes, I strongly believe the State of Minnesota should 
allocate more funds to support all of these services

Yes, I would tend to support more funding, 
but only in those areas where it’s absolutely needed

No, I would tend to reject the idea that more taxpayers’ money 
is needed for services for people with developmental disabilities

I don’t know, I don’t have an opinion either way 8%

6%

34%

52%

SERVICES and SUPPORTS ! Support for more funding for PCAs for people with developmental disabilities

The majority of Minnesotans (86%) believe the State should allocate more funds to support PCAs and 
related services for Minnesotans with developmental disabilities.  Only 6% reject the idea that more 
taxpayers’ money is needed for these services.
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Importance of Government Services
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ABCDEFG%.3+%HEIEFG%D'9*)6'4%(Q19a)

Top 2-Box Importance Ratings

Total Sample (n=900)

Transportation services, to enable people with developmental disabilities, who are unable to drive,
get to work, doctor appointments, grocery stores and other places they need or want to go

Housing assistance, foster care, or group homes 
for people with developmental disabilities

Provision of personal assistants, who assist people with developmental disabilities, 
to enable them to live more independently, or as they choose

Foster care homes for children with developmental disabilities

Subsidies to families to pay for extra costs of 
caring for children with developmental disabilities

Subsidies to enable adults with developmental 
disabilities to rent or purchase their own homes

Not at all 
important

Somewhat 
important

Very
important

1 2 3 4 5

TGH

TUH

GVH

GWH

WTH

WTH

Top 2-Box
TOTAL

ABC Indicates statistically significant differences between populations at the 95% confidence level.

IMPORTANCE OF GOVERNMENT SERVICES - HOUSING and LIVING

26%

25%

26%

25%

27%

23%

31%

32%

39%

44%

44%

53%

Minnesotans generally believe it is more important to provide specified services (transportation, housing assistance, 
PCAs), as opposed to direct subsidies to families and adults with developmental disabilities.
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JKCLMNEBF%D'9*)6'4%(Q19b)

Top 2-Box Importance Ratings

Total Sample (n=900)

Special education services for students with developmental disabilities

Services to help students with developmental disabilities 
transition from high school, to college or gainful employment

Early childhood special education services (Pre-Kindergarten, birth to age 5) 
to help children with developmental disabilities prepare for school

Better access to post-secondary education 
opportunities (college, trade schools)

Individual teaching assistants who enable children with 
developmental disabilities to attend regular public school classes

Not at all 
important

Somewhat 
important

Very
important

1 2 3 4 5

TTH

TGH

TXH

TYH

TZH

Top 2-Box
TOTAL

ABC Indicates statistically significant differences between populations at the 95% confidence level.

IMPORTANCE OF GOVERNMENT SERVICES - EDUCATION

24%

26%

18%

24%

22%

46%

47%

56%

52%

55%

The majority of Minnesotans are very supportive of government services in support of education. 
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;M%[AEM;\S*];["S;$*K&80,7&4*(Q19c)

Top 2-Box Importance Ratings

Total Sample (n=900)

Employment services that help people with developmental 
disabilities get placed in jobs that reflect their interests and skills

Employment services so that people with 
developmental disabilities can learn job skills

Internships, apprenticeships, or other employment opportunities 
designed specifically for people with developmental disabilities

Training services for employers to learn how to provide a welcoming 
work environment for people with developmental disabilities

Vocational counseling, to individuals with developmental disabilities who earn 
less than minimum wage, to help them get a better paying job

On the job assistance, so people with developmental 
disabilities can work in regular businesses 

Not at all 
important

Somewhat 
important

Very
important

1 2 3 4 5

TGH

TWH

TYH

TYH

TUH

TZH

Top 2-Box
TOTAL

ABC Indicates statistically significant differences between populations at the 95% confidence level.

IMPORTANCE OF GOVERNMENT SERVICES - EMPLOYMENT

26%

24%

24%

26%

21%

25%

44%

47%

49%

47%

54%

51%

Most Minnesotans are also very supportive of government provided employment related services for people with 
developmental disabilities. 
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BNAJO%D'9*)6'4%(Q19d)

Top 2-Box Importance Ratings

Total Sample (n=900)

Access to quality, coordinated healthcare services

Protection services to prevent abuse of people with developmental disabilities 

Training and counseling services for parents 
of people with developmental disabilities

Legal advice and representation for people with developmental disabilities

Research to learn about the causes of autism 
and other developmental disabilities

Training for people with developmental disabilities, and or their advocates,
on how to exercise rights and speak up for themselves

Programs that connect a parent with a child with a 
developmental disability with another parent of a child with a 

developmental disability, for counseling and support 

Not at all 
important

Somewhat 
important

Very
important

1 2 3 4 5

TVH

TGH

TWH

TYH

TYH

TUH

GFH

Top 2-Box
TOTAL

ABC Indicates statistically significant differences between populations at the 95% confidence level.

IMPORTANCE OF GOVERNMENT SERVICES - OTHER

24%

21%

24%

26%

24%

18%

22%

44%

50%

49%

47%

51%

58%

57%

For people with developmental disabilities, Minnesotans believe it’s most important for government to provide 
'44"--%/0%56'*)/$7%400#2)1'/"2%8"'*/84'#"%-"#!)4"-7%and 9#0/"4/)01%-"#!)4"-%/0%9#"!"1/%':6-"3
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0%

1%

12%

20%

67%

Not at all important 1

2

Somewhat important 3

4

Very important 5

INVESTIGATING INCIDENCES OF ABUSE

)1&(-&'/*5%&5"'(+&-&('1*+5("1&(;*00*+#59('","&4&5":
There are many forms of abuse: physical, verbal, sexual, financial etc.; and unfortunately, people with developmental 
disabilities are particularly vulnerable.  In Minnesota alone, in the year 2020, there were:

§ 11,945 allegations of financial exploitation
§ 8,668 allegations of physical abuse
§ 21,210 allegations of caregiver neglect
§ 11,216 allegations of emotional abuse
§ 2,252 allegations of sexual abuse

And these numbers don’t begin to include the many incidents unwitnessed or unreported.
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INVESTIGATING INCIDENCES OF ABUSE

QUALITATIVE INSIGHTS:  What can be done to prevent abuse towards people with developmental disabilities?

EDUCATION AND AWARENESS:  

=,+*.)"<$%,/%(,$+3$+"$,+5(#$+<,$3/$.+1,$5,-%,*3$:/5$,1,5#/",7$83$-3+53-$+3$./2,7$

?,/%(,$",,0$3/$',$3+&<.3$./;$3/$35,+3$/3.,5-$;)3.$5,-%,*3$+"0$0)<")3#$+"0$.+1,$2/5,$%+3),"*,$;)3.$%,/%(,$
;./$+5,$-35&<<()"<7$

QUALITY STAFF, and Monitoring:

F3+53)"<$;)3.$,"-&5)"<$3.,#$.+1,$35&-3;/53.#6$,0&*+3,06$+"0$;,((S*/2%,"-+3,0$-3+::$3.+3$&"0,5-3+"0$",,0-$+"0$+5,$
;)(()"<$3/$-%,+9$/&3$+<+)"-3$)"A&-3)*,-7$!01/*+*#$)-$+$<5,+3$3//(7

8"-3+(($*+2,5+-6$,1,5#/",$",,0-$3/$',$.,(0$+**/&"3+'(,$:/5$+"#$2)-35,+32,"3$/5$+'&-,7

PERSONAL INTERVENTION when it is seen

F/*)+($;/59,5-$1)-)3)"<$+"0$0/)"<$;,(:+5,$*.,*9-$/"$3.,2$+"0$',)"<$5,K&)5,0$3/$5,%/53$-,,)"<$)"A&5),-$/5$/3.,5$"/3,0$
)3,2-$3.+3$*/&(0$)"0)*+3,$+'&-,7$J)1)"<$3.,2$)":/52+3)/"$3.+3$(,3-$3.,2$9"/;$;.+3$+'&-,$)-7
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2% 1% 4% 5%

23%
17%

30%

9% 9%

1
Poor

2 3
Sub-par

4 5
Fair

6 7
Good

8 9
Excellent

Over half of Minnesotans (52%) believe that the State and its people performs "#$$%&'()%*++,in providing needed quality of services to 
people with developmental disabilities.  Eighteen percent rate the state’s performance as -#&&#.%&'()%*++,!

All things considered, how would you rate the overall performance of Minnesota 
state government, or the state and its people as a whole, in providing needed 
quality of services to people with developmental disabilities?  Q20  (n=900)

OVERALL RATING OF MINNESOTA STATE GOVERNMENT ON SERVICES TO PEOPLE WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISSABILITIES

QUALITATIVE INSIGHTS:  How do you believe the general population learns about issues people with developmental disabilities face?

Mainstream Media, Social Media, TV and Movies, Personal Experience:

BI&."'0&#7&/&$"70#./%&"F$"7(".3"&'()*&0#-"#."&$7#1/1%8:&4&)*(.<&$"#$%"&+#&.#)&"F"7)&/.8&/++()(#./%&"."768&2.%"00&()&(0&5"+&)#)* "->&#7&
()&/55"3)0&0#-"#."&3%#0"&)#&)*"-&(.&0#-"&-/.."7:&

J"$".+0&#.&)*"&+"-#67/$*(3:&K#7&$"#$%"&/7#2.+&-8&/6">&-#0)&#5&)*"&."'0&#7&(.5#7-/)(#.&3#-"0&57#-&0#3(/%&-"+(/&#7&)*"&(.)"7."):

B*7#26*&$"70#./%&(.)"7/3)(#.0>&0#3(/%&-"+(/&/.+&)"%",(0(#.&#7&-#,("0:&

L8&3#-(.6&(.&3#.)/3)&'()*&)*"-&#7&)*7#26*&03*##%&'*".&8#2&'"7"&8#2.6"7:

K7#-&%#3/%&."'0&#2)%")0>&)*"&!/7/&M%8-$(3&3#,"7/6">&57#-&$"#$%"&)*"8&<.#'&'()*&+(0/1(%()("0:

Mean
6.1
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Your MarketResponse International contacts:

!"#$%&'()"*+$#,-,./-.$0/123451
4672,185-9:,1;2412875-82635:

)<)'*$#3=<>>"<?@+$)16$(282,13A$0/123451
86:33BCC5B.A9:,1;2412875-82635:

>D**$)=@(&EF&>)+$)16$(282,13A$'-,CG84
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